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l. CURRENT STATUS

Primary enphasis this quarter has been on preparing the revised 26
cycle of approved projects for action. This included all the
prelimnary activities required before AID can take the necessary steps
for awardi ng contracts. These activities as well as other necessary
activities during the quarter are described bel ow.

Provi ded draft conditions of the MERC 27 preproposal committee
nmeeting to sponsor, and draft letters were prepared.

Processed MERC 27 preproposal acceptance, reject, and M27-016, M7-
038, and M27-058 fast track letters.

Updat ed the Research Support Program website with current MERC
preproposal guidelines.

Created binder for the Fall Review 26 Summary of Results and
Revi ewer Experti se.

The last of the final summaries were provided to USAID for the MERC
and nost of the CDR peer review panels of October 2005.

Processed all full proposal summaries for MERC26 (i ncluding declined
projects) to check for conmpliance with preproposal conditions.

Revi ewed and proposed corrections and changes in drafted approval,
resubmt, and declined MERC26 |etters including provisos in the
approval letters.

Prepared draft approval, resubmt, and decline letters for MERC26.
Prepared draft revision of the MERC Budget Cuidelines.

The mailing of decision packages for the Review 26 cycle has been
initiated including mailing out approval, resubmit, and decline

letters for MERC26.

Mai | ed CDR announcenent about the discontinued funding for C27 pre-
proposal s and C26 full proposals.

Mai | ed CDR25 decline letters.

Updated the electronic files with Review 26 proposal and Review 27
preproposal decision letter information.



Recei ved, checked, and reviewed the responses to provisos for sone
of the MERC26 and MERC27 fasttrack proposals; took appropriate
action for inconplete responses.

Continued to update the funded database as copies of grant
agreenents and anmendnents for CDR and MERC arrive

Continued to receive and process reports fromresearchers with
active grants and informthe US Enbassy in Israel upon receipt.

Continue to summarize semn -annual reports from active projects and
transmt summaries to the US Enbassy in Israel and to the sponsor

Conti nued ongoi ng conmuni cati ons with researchers, providing them
wi th program gui deli nes and answering questions about grants, the
revi ew process or program policy.

Mai ntain USAID files and order additional supplies as necessary.

M. DI SCUSSI ON

This quarter has been devoted to finishing the drafts of the CDR26 and
MERC26 decline sunmari es/ deci sion sheets, taking the nyriad actions
necessary to finalize approved projects for action by the sponsor, and
preparing for the next round of reviews. W are current with all our
responsibilities. A large amount of tine has been devoted to the
Response to Provisos that each year are greater in nunber, nuch
broader, and nuch nore detailed than in previous years. This report

mar ks the conpletion of eight years of our cooperative agreenent. As
menti oned previously, we continue to take pride in being associated
with such a worthwhil e USAID program and are devoted to contributing to
its success. We will continue to give the programour careful attention
and full cooperation w th USAID

1. FUTURE ACTI VI TI ES

VWil e the MERC responses to provisos have arrived and been acted upon
there are still many remaining i ssues to be conpleted in the next
quarter. Miuch of our attention will be devoted to preparing for the
next cycle of reviews. This will involve the formati on of many panels
and reviews of the MERC27 proposals submitted to the MERC program
Speci ali zed scientists will be located who are avail able at the
appropriate time and are willing to donate their tine to the review
process.



